
British Sign Language Level 1 – unit 101 
 

Conversational materials 
 

Lesson 1 
 
British Sign Language (BSL) is a visual language that does not follow 
the English order most of the time.  When you are signing your voice 
MUST be off!   
 
Remember this! 
 
 

 
 
 
How to get a deaf persons’ attention? 
 
Waving at a reasonable distance from their eyes 
or 

Tapping on the shoulder or upper arm 
 
When you have their attention then the conversation can start: -  
 
Ask and give names: 
 
Name you what?   
 
Name me ………     
 
 
The Alphabet – A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
 
Practice the alphabet with another learner. 
 
 
Now for some simple conversational tasks below and do this with 
another learner. 
 
 
 



 

 
Conversation practice: 
Person 1 Hello 
Person 2 Hello 
Person 1 How are you? 
Person 2 Fine.   

How are you? 
Person 1 Fine.   

Name you what?  
Person 2 Name me ………     

Name you what?  
Person 1 Name me ………     
Person 2 Thank you 
Person 1 Thank you 
Person 2 Goodbye 
Person 1 Goodbye 
 
 

Lesson 2 
 
Ask and give surname. 
 
Second name you what?   
 
Second name me ………     
 
Ask and give location. 
 
Live you where?   
 
Live me ……… 
 

 
 

Now for some simple conversational tasks below and do this with 
another learner. 
 
 
 



Conversation practice: 
Person 1 Hello 
Person 2 Hello 
Person 1 How are you? 
Person 2 Fine.   

How are you? 
Person 1 Fine.   

Name you what?  
Person 2 Name me ………     

Name you what?  
Person 1 Name me ………     

Second name you what?   
Person 2 Second name me ………     

Second name you what?   
Person 1 Second name me ………     

Live you where?   
Person 2 Live me ……… 

Live you where?   
Person 1 Live me ……… 
Person 2 Pleased meet you 
Person 1 Pleased meet you 
Person 2 Thank you 
Person 1 Thank you 
Person 2 Goodbye 
Person 1 Goodbye 
 
Clarifications 
 
What to do if you do 
not understand 
someone? 

             
 
Sign these with another learner. 
 

I don’t understand   –   (no) understand me 

Sign slowly please 

Again please 

What is that sign?    -    Sign that what? 

Write (it down) please 

 
Try doing the conversational task above and use one of the clarifications 
at some point during the conversation. 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 3 
 

Tea-break 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

   
 

Snacks 
 
 

    

 
  

 

Drink you what?   Eat you what?   

Drink me ………..                Eat me ………….. 

Milk?   How many? 

Yes  / No 2 biscuits / 1 cake / 1 apple / etc 

Sugar how many? One sugar / Two sugar / No sugar 

Black coffee please Tea with one sugar, no milk please 

 



 

Basic Numbers 

 

 
0 1 2 3 4 5  
 6 7 8 9 10  
 11 12 13 14 15  
 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 

A lot, little,  
How many? 

 

People Women Men Teachers Chairs Tables 
 
 

Lesson 4 
 

Transports 
 

   

   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



How did you arrive here?    arrive you here how? 

I arrived here by ……     arrive me here ……. 

I drove here Did you walk? 

I came by train Where do I catch the bus? 

 
 

About you / about me 
 

Are you deaf? Deaf you? 

Yes, I am deaf Deaf (yes) me 

No, I am not deaf Deaf (no) me 

Are you hearing? Hearing you? 

Yes, I am hearing Hearing (yes) me 

No, I am not hearing Hearing (no) me 

 
 

Basic Emotions 
 

I am happy today Yesterday I was sad 

This morning he was upset 
This afternoon she will be 
complaining 

Their teacher is angry My mother is not happy 

 
 
Conversational task on above asking about transports, about you and 
me including emotions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 5 
 

The Weather 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Sunny Raining Windy Cloudy 

 
   

Hot Warm Dry Cold 

    
Snow Beautiful Lovely Nice 

    
Wet Lightning Freezing Warm 

 
 

Today weather what?   
Today weather awful, raining and 
cold 

Yesterday weather what?   
Yesterday weather sunning and 
hot 

 
 
Simple conversations on weather: 
 
What weather do you like? 
What weather do you not like?  
 
 
 



Asking for and giving directions 

 
 

Left 

 

Right 

 

Turn left 

 

Turn right 

 
Straight ahead 

 

On the left 

 

On the right 

 

Ground floor 

 
1st floor 

 

2nd floor 

 

Lift 

 

Stairs 

 
Upstairs 

 

Downstairs 

 

Exit / Fire Escape 

 

Window 

 

Door 

 

Room 

 

Room number: 
1 
2 
3 

etc 

Door number: 
1 
2 
3 

etc 

Corridor 

 

Hallway 

 

 
Lift 

 
 

Kitchen 

 

Toilet 

 

Office 

 

Canteen 

 

Café 

 
 
 
 
 


